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HOUSE BI LL 1602

St ate of WAshi ngt on 590th Legislature 2005 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives Hai gh, H nkle and Hudgi ns

Read first time 01/31/2005. Referred to Commttee on State
Government Operations & Accountability.

AN ACT Relating to public records requests; and anending RCW
42.17. 320.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW42.17.320 and 1995 ¢ 397 s 15 are each anmended to read
as follows:

(1) Responses to requests for public records shall be nade pronptly
by agencies, the office of the secretary of the senate, and the office
of the chief clerk of the house of representatives. Wthin five
busi ness days of receiving a public record request, an agency, the
office of the secretary of the senate, or the office of the chief clerk
of the house of representatives nust respond by either ((8)) (&)
providing the record; ((£2)) (b) acknow edging that the agency, the
office of the secretary of the senate, or the office of the chief clerk
of the house of representatives has received the request and providing
a reasonable estimate of the tinme the agency, the office of the
secretary of the senate, or the office of the chief clerk of the house
of representatives will require to respond to the request; or ((£3)))
(c) denying the public record request. Additional tinme required to
respond to a request may be based upon the need to clarify the intent
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of the request, to locate and assenble the information requested, to
notify third persons or agencies affected by the request, or to
determ ne whether any of the information requested is exenpt and that
a denial should be made as to all or part of the request.

(2) An agency, the office of the secretary of the senate, or the
office of the chief clerk of the house of representatives may not deny
a public record request on the grounds that it is overbroad. In
acknow edging receipt of a public record request that is unclear or
over broad, an agency, the office of the secretary of the senate, or the
office of the chief clerk of the house of representatives may ask the
requestor to clarify or narrow what information the requestor is
seeking. |If the requestor fails to clarify or narrow the request, the
agency, the office of the secretary of the senate, or the office of the
chief clerk of the house of representatives need not respond to it.

(3) Denials of requests nust be acconpanied by a witten statenent
of the specific reasons therefor. Agencies, the office of the
secretary of the senate, and the office of the chief clerk of the house
of representatives shall establish nechanisns for the nobst pronpt
possi bl e revi ew of deci sions denying inspection, and such review shall
be deened conpleted at the end of the second business day follow ng the
deni al of inspection and shall constitute final agency action or final
action by the office of the secretary of the senate or the office of
the chief clerk of the house of representatives for the purposes of
judicial review

--- END ---
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